[Indication of tele-electroencephalography coupled to videoscopy in the study of higher functions in the epileptic child].
An examination procedure, including psychometric tests performed during a tele-encephalographic recording coupled to videoscopy, has been applied twice to 32 epileptic children in a double-blind study appreciating the clinical and electroencephalographic effects of an antiepileptic drug. The psychometric test scores were influenced by the presence of subclinical spikes and spike-and-wave discharges or by seizures of very short duration eluding investigation of the psychologist. It is shown that psychometric test results can be interpreted in a different way according to the procedural choice. Without simultaneous tele-encephalographic and videoscopic documents, the anti-epileptic drug tested in the study (sodium valproate) would have been considered as having a direct favorable action on superior functions appreciated by performance on the tests used. However, it has been possible to demonstrate that the improvement is consecutive to the beneficial effect of the drug in relieving seizures and subclinical spikes and spike-and-wave discharges.